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Editor’s Note

Wairimu Waweru
Managing Editor

It is my utmost privilege and pride to present to you 

the 10th maiden issue of ‘Sauti Ya Vijana’, the official 

E-Newsletter of the National Youth Council. We celebrate 

the positive impact it has on our youth. This year we look 

forward to supporting our youths in all spheres whether 

politically, socially and economically.

The E-Newsletter aims to harness youth voice and share 

recent events and programs held by the institution. 

This has been made possible through our Sawazisha 

Gumzo and Fursa Mashinani programs. As we champion 

for youth inclusion in the devolved government, we 

advocate in promoting peace amongst youth during this 

electioneering period.

As NYC, we would like to thank our readers for their 

interest and  support for ‘Sauti ya Vijana’.We hope you 

enjoy our newest edition and take the time to read what 

the contents of the E-Newsletter have to offer, so much to 

ponder and to know.

On behalf of the entire NYC editorial team, we wish you, 

family and friends a blessed and fruitful New Year 2022. 

Thank you.

Thank you
.



8         NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL KENYA | www.nationalyouthcouncil.go.ke | @NYC_YouthVoice

We are going through the elec-
tioneering period.Over 75% of 
the Kenya population are Youth. 
They are major stakeholders of 
the country in electing 

good leaders.We must champi-
on for Youth inclusion in deci-
sion making process,leadership 
and governance positions.

I take this opportunity to en-
courage all the young people 
to hold leaders accountable, 
vote and stand for these posi-
tions. I advocate for the Youth 
to maintain peace and instill our 
country’s national values during 
this period.

At the National Youth Council, 
we are committed to ensuring 
that our young people get the 
tools they need to continue 
building the economy. For this 
reason, we have been able to 
push for youth representation in 
the country’s social, economic, 
and political decision-making 
processes. 

We are proud to say that our 
efforts are bearing fruits. We are 
advocating for the implementa-
tion and adoption of Counties 
Youth Policies through our min-
istry (MoICT), which is an 

excellent move towards achieving 
our mandate. 

As NYC, we are grateful to all 
that have played a great role in 
spearheading our agenda for the 
young people. Our government, 
partners, and the Youth who be-
lieve in us and support our cause.
We do not forget the govern-
ment’s support for young en-
trepreneurs through grants and 
other affirmative funds. 

Our heartfelt gratitude goes to:

1. Our international partners, 
the European Union and United 
Nation Development Program-
me(UNDP) in addressing gender 
equality and advocating for youth 
inclusion in various national and 
county levels .UNDP has been at 
the forefront in adoption and im-
plementation of Youth Policies in

 Tana River, Busia and Garissa.

2. SpreadTruth Africa, in partner-
ship, donating dignity packs and 
Pyscho-social curriculum, meant 
to reach our vulnerable girls who 
have either undergone, or sur-
vived the cultural retrogressive 
behaviors e.g FGM, teenage 
marriage etc, and the 

curriculum, which is meant to restore this 
girl, who 
is broken, but has a great future ahead, 
through our Sawazisha Gumzo program.

We distributed two tonnes of food in 
support of a healthy Youth; and award-
ing of certificates to Sajiloni High School 
meant to cater for their personal needs 
while in school and after completing 
their 8 weeks FGM curriculum.

3. The County Government of Tana River 
for the launch of Tana River Youth Policy 
and Tana River Center for Innovation & 
Youth Empowerment.

4.The County Government of Busia for 
launching the Busia Youth Policy.

5. The Danish Embassy for their support 
and funding of the People Dialogue’s 
Festival and Centre for Multiparty De-
mocracy for hosting the event.

6. Mr. Ole Leshan Kereto for standing 
against sodomy in teenage boys which 
was held at Ntulele primary school and 
mobilizing resources for community de-
velopment.

As the National Youth Council family, we 
wish you a blessed and prosperous 2022.

God Bless You all
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CELEBRATING WOMEN’S ACHIEVEMENT

Through Sawazisha Gumzo,NYC has championed for gender equality across the 
country and ensured young women have a safe space to express themselves.

We champion for a society that’s diverse, equitable, and inclusive. Communities 
where difference is valued and celebrated.Lets all come together and Raise 

awareness against bias & discrimination



Patriotism as described by Stephen Nathanson involves 
special affection, a personal identification, special 

concern and a willingness to sacrifice oneself to promote 
the good of the country.

It promotes public sacrifice that is crucial to the 
functioning of a state, decreases the likelihood of 

conflict, reduces corruption, and is extremely inclusive 
as an identity. We display patriotism through voting, 

freedom of speech, observance of national holidays, 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, etc. When you see 
someone displaying the Kenyana flag or wearing 

patriotic clothing, this will often lighten your mood and 
make you feel even more patriotic knowing that the love 

for this country is strong and readily apparent.

However, failure of some of the above leads to negative 
effects in the country which in turn leads to low levels of 

patriotism such as hate and dislike.

As political uncertainty may lead to civil war and 
conflicts such as the post-election violence experienced 
in most of the developing nations including Kenya 
in the year 2007, these experiences overturns the way 
of life of a nation leading to destruction of property, 

loss of businesses, loss of life and ultimately economic 
breakdown.

Leaders play key roles in promoting patriotism in the 
society.Their choice of words in public gatherings can 
influence people either negatively or positively. They 

are symbols of national unity and thus need to have a 
common ground in order to emphasize the importance of 

patriotism and its values.

Above all, let’s embrace patriotism to help create a 
stronger, more unified Kenya!

Umoja ni nguvu, utengano ni udhaifu!
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MICROSOFT AFRICA
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Thursday 24th March 2022, President Uhuru Kenyatta launched the Microsoft Africa Development 
Centre(ADC) in iconic Dunhill Towers, Westlands Nairobi. Microsoft, the American technology giant has 
set up two ADCs in Lagos, Nigeria and Nairobi, Kenya.

The centre is designed to be a platform for the world-class African talent to create technology solutions 
for local and global impact. Our country will provide an environment for African techies to develop 
solutions to address local and global challenges. He was accompanied by ICT Cabinet Secretary Joe 
Mucheru.

INSIDE 
STORY
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The first Edition of Kiambu County Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Week at Jomo Kenyatta Universi-
ty of Technology(JKUAT) was launched by the ICT 
Cabinet Secretary Joe Mucheru on Thursday 24th 
March 2022.

He urged the youths in Kiambu to take advantage 
of the opportunities the government is offering 
through the Studio  Mashinani Project which pro-
vides an opportunity for them to develop their 
creative talents and earn from them.

He added our youth must be empowered with 
skills geared toward shifting their mindsets from 
job seekers to job creators and owners of capital.

YOUTH & INNOVATION

“The innovation week is the first of its kind in the 
county considering the youth in the area,” said Mr 

Erick  Keriko, Kiambu Chief Officer for Youth, Inno-
vation and Communication.

The county government has set aside Sh138 million 
and another Sh1.3 billion from Kenya Commercial 
Bank as grants for innovators and provision of capi-
tal for youth to unlock their potential.

Above : CS JOE MUCHERU, EGH
Min Of ICT,Innovation & Youth Affairs
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The Youth Leadership and Governance Dialogue 
provides an opportunity for youth to harness their 
voice and address their affairs. The dialogue aims 
to  create safe spaces that advocate for youth 
inclusion in decision making bodies, making 
policies in various national and county levels in 
leadership and governance positions.

According to the National Youth Council Act, its 
mandate is to strengthen participation of youth in 
governance and leadership roles such as training 
programs to enhance leadership skills among Youth 
in elective positions, developing a framework for 
identification of Youth representatives and active 
participation in Parliament and County Assemblies. 

The 2019 Population and Housing Census statistics 
show that out of five Kenyans ,three are young 
people.They present 75.1% of the population.Youth 
engagement in devolved system of government 
enhances youth opportunities through politics, bill 
of rights and job creation in local industries.

However, challenges arise in the leadership and 
governance positions such as corruption,poverty, 
lack of resources to support the youth and slow 
implementation of County Youth Policies.

“NYC through the Youth Leadership & Governance 
Dialogue focuses on ensuring youth access to 
government’s opportunities such as youth fund, 
affirmative fund & women fund meant for their 
sustainable growth.” - CEO, Roy Sasaka

Peace is necessary for sustained development 
which would allow democratic processes to be 
exercised in order to implement good leadership 
and governance to attain youth development in the 
country.

As the National Youth Council, we advocate for 
youth opportunities to associate, be represented  
and participate in Political, Social, Economic and 
other spheres of life.

Lets signal this intent loudly and clearly to push for 
youth leaders who will emerge and help us fashion 
a new destiny for Kenya.

LEADERSHIP &
              GOVERNANCE

NYC CEO. Mr. Roy Sasaka Telewa at the Leadership 
& Governance Dialogue Forum during the PDF 
2022.
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Is NYC’s asset for regional and grassroots Youth 
engagement advocating for Youth devolved 
opportunities.

Fursa Mashinani takes cognizant that 2022 is an 
election year, we will undertake Youth Governance 
Dialogues across the country to harness Youth 
voices for effective and inclusive implementation as 
we scale the mountain of apathy to evoke the spirit 
of:

1.Patriotism
With the aim of leaving no one behind. We seek 
to awaken the greater good of the country that 
would otherwise be disintegrated based on ethnic 
divisions and political affiliations. We, as youth, 
therefore, will uphold national values, the principles 
of national unity and loyalty. We will set aside 
skepticism, and lift the hope that is available to us 
through collective action. 

Fursa Mashinani

2.Opportunities
It is all about livelihoods. Opportunities for young 
people to pursue their aspirations and be positive 
contributors. The youth dialogues will revolve around 
the available opportunities for Youths and linkages to 
those opportunities. Our concern for job creation and 
employment will be youth inclusion policies & bills, 
inclusion in national and county development plans, 
participation in youth-based programs, and advocating 
for representation of youth in key leadership and 
decision-making positions

3.Peace
Conflict, insecurity, campaign and election violence 
remain a great threat to sustainable development. The 
Youth will promote peaceful and inclusive societies as 
we strive to build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels through the ballot.

NYC Fursa mashinani with our #VijanaPOP recognizes that 2022 behooves all of us to work hard, to believe 
more, to trust a little more in the capacity and dignity of every individual, and a recognition that we, each of us, 
can play a small part in developing our nation.

This is not just the year of politicians;
it is the work of all of us!

Partnership & Resource Mobilization Department
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The National Youth Council is mandated under 
Section 4 of the NYC act 2009(Rev 2012,2014) to 
act as the voice and bridge to ensure that the Gov-
ernment and the policymakers are kept informed 
of the views and aspirations of the Youth. It is also 
mandated to promote the inclusion of Youth in 
decision-making bodies institutions.

The Council conducted a leadership and govern-
ance forum in Bungoma(Kimilili) at Lechante Hotel, 
Tranzoia(Kitale) at ICM and Busia (Nambale) at 
Thorn and Thatch.  This being an electioneering 
period, it was meant to offer an opportunity to 
the youth leaders to discuss: the challenges and 
opportunities that the youth face in different coun-
ties, youth taking up leadership spaces, youth civic 
responsibility, youth participation in the economic 
development, Youth as peace ambassadors and 
Youth and the existing empowerment initiatives.

The NYC Kenya mobilised 150 youth leaders in 
each of the counties totalling 450 youth partici-
pants. The youth mobilization considered the two-
thirds gender rule with consideration of Youth with 
Disability. 

The CEO NYC Sir Roy Sasaka Telewa set the Agen-
da of the session by presenting the program of the 
day and the overview of NYC. Key NYC programs 
include; Sawazisha Gumzo, Intergenerational dia-
logue forums, leadership and governance forum, 
environmental conservation, youth exchange pro-
gramme, talent and innovation, Fursa Vs Virus.

The leaders in attendance were Mr Raymond 
Ochieng YAB engaged in leadership and govern-
ance dialogue, Ms Angel Mbuthia Youth Advisory 
Board discussed Youth Civic responsibility and 
Youth Opportunities Innovation for Prosperity 
Dialogue was discussed by Ms June Chepkemei of 
Konza Technopolis.

As NYC Kenya, we would like to recommend an 
increased number of forums to all the counties, 
increased budget for events to cater for a higher 
number of participants mobilized, engage with 
more partners for a wider reach, identify and facili-
tate youth champions to advocate the government 
agenda on the ground, enhanced capacity building 
on qualities of good leaders, political rights and 
responsibilities and consider the use of mainstream 
media and social media for advocacy.

BUNGOMA TRANZOIA BUSIA

LEADERSHIP
GOVERNANCE
DIALOGUES
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PEOPLE  DIALOGUE 
FESTIVAL
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Over 2000 young people at-
tended the 4th edition of PDF, 
modelled around Youth partic-
ipation in dialogue on Lead-
ership and Governance. The 
theme for the PDF 2022 was 
‘’Competition and Collaboration 
in Democratic Development.’’

The three-day event took place 
on 9th - 11th March 2022 at the 
Nairobi National Museum where 
the National Youth Council 
partnered with the Danish Em-
bassy and  Centre for Multiparty 
Democracy - Kenya who hosted 
the event.
 
The PDF started in 2019, a 
dialogue between citizens and 
its leaders. Topics discussed 
for this year were relevant to 
the upcoming general elec-
tions which include electoral 
accountability, unstable political 
environment and  safeguarding 
digital spaces. Also, extend-
ed the topic in areas such as 
the need of policy makers and 

PEOPLE  DIALOGUE 
FESTIVAL

YOUTH LG DIALOGUES

political civic actors to engage in 
important dialogue that champion 
for Youth inclusion. 

The program addressed:
1. Leaving no one behind. With 
guest speaker being Makueni 
County Governor Kivutha Kibwa-
na who advocated for the Youth 
to participate in politics and spur 
development that will enhance 
youth empowerment to curb  un-
employment. 

2.Issue based dialogue - oppor-
tunity which touched on develop-
ment partners and youth labour 
dialogue that will harness Youth 
voice for job creation and oppor-
tunities.

3. Private sector and youth peace 
in sustain development dialogue. 

The festival started with perfor-
mances from African Traditional 
dancers, Maono dancers, spo-
ken word artist Poet Tear Drops 
and other artists who grace the 

stage by showcasing their talents 
through art. 

The National Youth Council and 
PDF2022 aims at creating a safe 
enabling environment for young 
people to dialogue on issues 
affecting them. It also advocates 
for implementation and adoption 
of County Youth Policies that will 
enhance youth development and 
participation in both national and 
county levels. 

The theme for the event centered 
on:

1. Patriotism – Evoking symbols of 
patriotism in the Cultural Mode-
ling segment of the Talent Search 
will provide an opportunity for the 
students to embrace and appreci-
ate each other’s culture and espe-
cially of the marginalized tribes

2. Opportunities – County specific 
development goals culminating 
into collective open letters for 
county youth policies and imple-
mentation and job/employment 
creation opportunities

3. Peace - conversations will be 
angled towards peace and ap-
preciation of diversity in political 
thought, cultural and socio-eco-
nomic standings. This theme will 
also champion Mental Health 
awareness with collective open 
letters for peace.

Additional thematic areas re-
volved around;
• Green Kenya with NYC in part-
nership with the campuses, to 
plant trees and create awareness 
on the importance of climate 
action.
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• Sustainable Development Goals to have a chance tailored on con-
versations around the 17 SDGs.

We champion for Youth to access affirmative action funds such as 
Uwezo Fund, Youth enterprise fund etc that will support young peo-
ple who are entrepreneurs and create a boost to their businesses thus 
leading to youth empowerment. 

PDF 2022 also featured Sawazisha Gumzo program to give 
youth opportunities to share their real-life experiences 
on mental related issues they have faced and how they 
overcame them. They were mentored to instill values 
that would enable them to be better citizens and 
provided with life skills to boost their confidence and 
nurture their talents. 

Our CEO, Roy Sasaka discussed matters related to 
Youth engagement in the decision making process and 

being part of 
policymakers in the 
devolved government.

Other partners for the festi-
val were the Government of 
Kenya, Speaker of National 
Assembly Honourable Justin 
Muturi, Women representa-
tive of Nairobi County Esther 
Passaris, The ODM party 
Secretary General Edwin 
Sifuna, UNDP, NCBA, EABL, 
Safaricom, One Campaign, 
Fursa Mashinani, DrinkIQ, 
Spread Truth Africa, Action 
Aid, Konza Technopolis and 
among others in attendance. 
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It’s an intra-generational and intergenerational dialogues program that provides psychosocial support 
through mentorship, and value transfer to Youth, as well as address cultural, socioeconomic factors 
that contribute to problems facing Youth directly. This program is to create a safe space for young 

people for them to be sensitized and learn from each other.
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SPORTS TOURNAMENT
Every day the youth are confronted with the exten-
sive unmet mental health and psychosocial needs 
in the country. Needs that increase dramatically due 
to lack of resources to cater for their basic needs, 
during armed conflicts, natural disasters, and other 
emergencies. 
  
Sports, especially football, are an important aspect 
of youth development. According to Kenya Na-
tional Development Youth Policy, identifies nature 
and develops talents amongst Youth by encour-
aging and supporting volunteerism in sports and 
co-curricular activities across all counties. In Kenya, 
the youth constitute over 51 per cent of the total 
population. The explosion in the youth popula-
tion, particularly in the developing world, provides 
unprecedented opportunities for harnessing the 
energy and potential of youth to further develop-
ment objectives. 

The Sawazisha Gumzo program under the National 
Youth Council Kenya is an intra-generational
and intergenerational dialogues program that 
provides psychosocial support through mentor-
ship, and value transfer to youth, as well as address 
cultural, socioeconomic factors that contribute to 
problems facing youth, directly. 

The NYC Kenya in partnership with Spread Truth Af-
rica and Kenya School of Government held a one-
day sports tournament event at Kenya School of 
Government (KSG) grounds on 23rd February 2022. 
During the sports event, the Sawazisha Gumzo 
program focused on teenage pregnancies, mental 
health, drug use & substance abuse, entrenching 
values, volunteerism & community service, and 
patriotism. 

According to Madam Wairimu Waweru, the Head of 
Department of Communications & Advocacy, “The 
youth who are involved in drug-related problems 
affect their relationships with family members and 
friends. They are likely to be involved in fights

and these get them into trouble with the law. Also, 
drugs lead to irresponsible sexual behaviour, girls 
abusing drugs are likely to get pregnant. Many of 
the employed youth who abuse drugs lose their 
jobs due to absenteeism and sometimes ineffi-
ciency.” She added that the modest amounts of 
exercise in sports help treat depression and anxiety. 
This helps clear the mind and calm down.

“Youth participation in sports propagates values 
such as discipline, respect, team building, equality, 
fairness, trust, and inclusion,” said Pastor Jayson of 
Spread Truth Africa.

He also spoke on the 
importance of resilience, hard 
work, and determination.

Mr Peter Quest, Head of 
Administration at Kenya   
   School of Government,        
    emphasized the importance  
         of sports in enhancing      
             peace amongst youth     
                 through community   
            service and      
                        volunteerism.

The National Youth Council with the support of 
various partners and stakeholders will continue 
to encourage, support, and promote Sawazisha 
Gumzo to young people. Later, the winning teams 
were awarded trophies, and the participants of the 
football tournament were given game kits.
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National Youth Council champions youth empow-
erment in all spheres of life. In this regard, it has 
partnered with other organizations to achieve the 
mandate. Together with Spread Truth Africa, the 
council carried out a two-day youth empowerment 
session in Meru county under the umbrella of Sawa-
zisha Gumzo & Mentorship.

The Meru Youth Service (MYS) spearheaded the 
session. The session oversaw the passing out of 500 
servicemen and women, majorly youth. In hon-
our of the program’s impact, H.E Kiraitu Murungi 
graced the pass out. 

Sawazisha Gumzo is a program under the National 
Youth Council Kenya. It is an intragenerational and 
intergeneration dialogue that aims to support youth 
mentally and psychosocially through value transfer 
and mentorship. Also, the program addresses the 
cultural and socioeconomic factors that accelerate 
challenges youth encounter. Based on the fact that 
the contemporary digital lifestyle has impacted 
every aspect of life, the youth were enlightened on 
moral values they can live and prosper.

According to Ms Wairimu, failure to guard discipline 
jeopardizes one’s future. In addition, the communi-
cation and Advocacy head emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining discipline at all costs since the 
country’s future depends entirely on youth.

On the other hand, Ms Wairimu acknowledged 
the normality of mental struggles such as anxiety, 
stress, and depression resulting from experiences 
youth encounter as they grow.
Ms Wairimu urged the youth to speak out whenever 
they struggle mentally. 

The CEO of National Youth Council Kenya, Mr Roy 
Sasaka, exhibited the importance of youth mentor-
ship especially in avoiding wrong steps. According 
to the CEO, mentorship pays and enhances forward 
movement; one also impacts other people’s lives 
through mentorship.

Meanwhile, during the pass-out, the significant role 
of training was pinpointed. According to the CEO 
of Meru Youth Service, the training aims at instilling 
personal discipline and moral upgrade. It is also a 
rehabilitation process. Besides, the youth are ex-
pected to give back to the community after passing 
out. The climax of the activities involves awarding 
ceremony. The activity articulated the need for 
youth to be enlightened on available opportunities 
that might enhance their sustainability. 

MERU YOUTH
SERVICE PROGRAM
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Truly the Sawazisha Gumzo pro-
gram continues to impact more 
lives day in day out. In partner-
ship with Spread Truth Africa and 
Ilaramatak Community Concern, 
National Youth Council under-
took a mentorship program on 
various issues affecting teenag-
ers at Kajiado County.

The partnership oversaw mentor-
ship on early pregnancies, early 
marriages, Female Genital Muti-
lation (FGM) at Gen. Nkaisserry 
High School. Another school 
that received the mentorship is 
Enkorika Secondary.

According to Council Ceo, Mr 
Roy Sasaka Telewa, the Sawazi-
sha Gumzo program has em-
powered and created awareness 
amongst teenage girls on early 
marriages, FGM, and teenage 
pregnancies to eradicate the 

menaces in the community. Mr 
Telewa and Ms Wairimu have 
continued to advocate for the 
end of FGM among teenage girls. 
FGM is harmful to practise that 
involves the partial or total remov-
al of external female genitalia for 
non-medical reasons. The practice 
has no benefit to women and 
girls. 

In addition, the Sawazisha Gumzo 
program oversaw girls’ gradua-
tion after eight weeks of the FGM 
curriculum session. The girls were 
awarded a certificate of comple-
tion and recognition.

Besides, the girls were awarded 
dignity packs to facilitate their 
personal needs while in school. 
In support of Healthy Youth, 2 
tonnes of food was distributed.

Significantly, Kanze Dena, the 
government Spokesperson, 
graced the awarding ceremony 
and climax of the mentorship
program.

Through her life experiences, she 
mentored girls on values such as 
discipline, hope, and hard work. 
This has helped her to be the 
person she is currently.

  ANTI-FGM
 CAMPAIGN
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An expression of  patriotism and 
upholding our country national 

values.

Keeping it simple
and elegant.

Unique masterpiece with stylish 
and creative look.

Reimagining a glam patriotic 
wear symbolising the

Kenyan flag

An artistic vibe to the white 
colour of the Kenyan flag which 
symbolises peace.

Representing the traditional 
values our country upholds 
to enforce peace.

FASHION GALLERY



            NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL KENYA | www.nationalyouthcouncil.go.ke | @NYC_YouthVoice 27

IF WE 
MUST

FIGHT, 
LETS

FIGHT
FOR PEACE

VIJANA TUJITUME

@egginah_hodari

@jedie_kayt

@Karim
i_Kenya
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National values and principles of governance are 
some of the laudable inclusions of the promulgated 
Constitution of Kenya, 2010. In essence, these 
principles are anticipated to serve as guidelines to 
the expected conduct of the citizenry more so in 
light of the forthcoming general elections.

Observance of these provisions serves as 
a commitment to ourselves and our fellow 
compatriots to adhere to national ethos and the 
spirit of nationhood so as to maintain peaceful 
coexistence and proper consideration of each 
other. These principles and values are highlighted 
in Art. 10(2) as; 

patriotism, national unity, sharing and devolution of 
power, the rule of law, democracy and participation 
of the people; 

human dignity, equity, social justice, inclusiveness, 
equality, human rights, non-discrimination and 
protection of the marginalised; 

good governance, integrity, transparency and 
accountability; and sustainable development
This article informs the Bill of rights enshrined in 
Ch. Four (Art. 19 to Art. 59) of the Constitution.

The chapter explains the general provision of rights 
and fundamental freedoms, specific application of 
rights, situations necessitating a state of emergency 
and establishes a Kenya National Human Rights 
and Equality Commission. In doing so, the 
constitution highlights the expected conduct of 
the public, state agencies, organs, and courts in 
determining day-to-day adherence to Art. 10(2).

The drafters of our constitution do not anticipate 
the existence of such values in a vacuum. They 
foresee a situation where majority of the populace 
adhere to this provisions as expressly set out in 
Art. 2(1) that binds all persons and all State organs 
at both levels of government to adherence of the 
Constitution. Every citizen is expected to observe 
the rules and regulations set forth by houses of 
parliament, court and/or any other legally binding 
rules and legislations. 

NATIONAL VALUES AND 
PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNANCE

Legal Department

AGPO is a presidential directive program launched 
in 2013 by H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta. The 
objective is to facilitate government business for 
special interest groups, including youth, persons 
with disabilities (PWDS), and women.

In essence, the Public Procurement Regulatory 
Authority (PPRA) establishes that the directive sets 
aside 30 percent of all government procurement 
opportunities for enterprises related to these 
groups. The idea is to empower youth, women, 
and PWDs, by offering them more business 
opportunities. 

According to PPRA regulations, all government 
entities must allocate preference and reservations 
for such groups in soliciting tenders. For this 
reason, as National Youth Council, we highly 
encourage youth to register their entities with the 
Attorney General’s Office in any form (whether 
in partnership, sole-proprietorship, or limited 
Company) to access this opportunity.

In line with our mandate of enhancing youth 
empowerment, inclusion, and participation in 
national affairs and economic participation, the 
government entities need to tap into youths’ 
strengths as productive, innovative, transformative, 
educated, highly self-driven, and energetic 
individuals in the Kenyan economy. 

AGPO (Access to Government 
Procurement Opportunities)

Supply Chain Management

AGPO
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HR Department

The Government of Kenya targets to empower 
the youth through different recognized efforts like, 
establishment of the National Youth Council which 
is a representative body for the voice of the youth, 
establishment of affirmative funds that target the 
youth and roll out of the Kenya Youth Development 
Policy (KYDP 2019) which aims at harnessing 
and optimizing the strengths, opportunities 
and potentials of the youth in the country while 
addressing the barriers towards achieving this.

There have been numerous initiatives in the past 
years by Government and Non-State actors to 
improve the quality of the livelihoods of the youth 
through engaging them in social, political and 
economic processes as well as civic affairs, but it’s 
not been very successful to end the problems they 
face due to lack of proper coordination of the Youth 
initiatives.

The National Youth Council has been charged with 
promoting and popularizing the Kenya National 
Youth Policy and other policies that affect the 
Youth. In the recent past, we have been working 
with our partner (UNDP) together with County 
leadership to initiate the development of County 
Youth policies that are aligned to the Kenya Youth 
Development Policy. We have been able to work 
with Tana-River County and the draft policy is 
currently undergoing consultation and public 
participation.

We are currently working with Busia County in the 
drafting of Busia Youth Policy. The Youth Policies 
will provide guidance, consistency, accountability, 
efficiency, and clarity on how the County manages 
Youth matters within the County. We will be 
working with other Counties to ensure that all 
counties have a Youth Policy.

The National Youth Council plays a very major 
role in creating a bridge between the youth and 
the government. Through them, youth problems 
are able to be spoken out, addressed and 
tackled in the most appropriate means within 
the government’s capabilities. The research desk 
is always on toes to ensure that they give the 
most efficient information that is required for 
implementation of the youth policy in order to 
deliver what is expected of the government by the 
youth. 

NYC, ‘Sauti ya Vijana’.

PROMOTING AND POPULARISING 

KENYA YOUTH DEVELOPMENT POLICY

Research & Policy Department

We are in the season of love in the air. As 
HRM Department we would like to sensitize 
young people to  engage in safe love and avoid 
toxic relationships in the name of “this is love”. 
Most young people are struggling to survive in 
relationships.

It is a good feeling to be in mutual love with 
someone since love is reciprocated. Let’s remain 
faithful in love.

Lastly, it is advisable for the young people to 
practise

A, B, C that is:

A-----------Abstain
B-----------Being Faithful
C-----------Condoms and Contraceptives 

#Safelove
#SafeSex
#A, B, C

Love & Relationships

HR & ADMIN Department
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Political risk is one of the concerns that organizations should clearly assess more so, when there are red 
alerts. This is because; business could suffer due to instability or political changes in a Country, conflicts  
and unrest, changes in regime or government, changes in international policies or relations between 
countries, as well as changes that occur in a country’s policies business laws.

As we are all aware, Russia invaded Ukraine on 24th February 2022 by Russia claiming that  they intend to 
protect people subjected to bullying and genocide and aim for the “demilitarisation and de-Nazification” 
of Ukraine

In today’s increasingly interconnected world, every business
 is just a few steps away from political risk.

Likely Impact of Russia – Ukraine War on Kenya and Kenyans
Even if Kenya is miles away from the battleground, we are not
risk free. 

1.Kenyan Students in stuck Ukraine
Cities under siege across Ukraine are home to tens of thousands of African students studying medicine, 
engineering and military affairs. 

flow of Russian barrels to market, it would be risky for the tight balance between supply and demand.

3.2 Disruption of wheat imports from Russia and Ukraine

Russia and Ukraine are major sources of wheat imports for Kenya, which ships in 75 percent of our annual 
demand of 1.2 million metric tonnes of grain. Russia is the world’s leading wheat exporter, and Ukraine 
the fourth. Both countries ship their grain from Black Sea ports, which are directly in the line of disruptions 
from any conflict between them.

While the US and its western allies in NATO are backing the Ukrainian government in Kiev, China has 
expressed support for Russia’s concerns, while calling for restraint from both sides.

3.3 High rate of Inflation
The dollar has also gained against other currencies globally amid the crisis as investors view the currency 
as a safe haven, potentially pointing to further pressure on the shilling locally.

4.Loss of Investment
The financial markets are also braced for potential capital flight to safety in Western markets, signalling a 
blow to the NSE, which is already grappling with high foreign net sales and heightening local politics.

Internal Audit & Risk Management

2.Loss of foreign earning
Russia is the fourth-biggest buyer of Kenyan tea, having 
taken up produce worth Sh6.2 billion in the 11 months to 
November 2021.

3.High Cost of living due to:

3.1 Increase in the price of oil
Russia is the world’s third-largest oil producer, and if a 
conflict in Ukraine leads to a substantial decrease in the

POLITICAL RISK
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The youth are the strength, wealth, and drivers of
innovation in Kenya. Deliberate and systematic efforts 
are necessary to appropriately equip and empower them 
to attain and realize their full potential and in turn, 
drive the attainment of development objectives set out 
in Kenya Vision (2030), KYDP 2019, County CIDPs, and 
international commitments which include African Union 
Agenda (2063), United Nations Strategy for the Youth 
(2014) and SDGs (2030).

The National Youth Council (NYC) is a Youth empow-
erment platform that provides an elaborate structure 
that facilitates the participation and inclusion of the 
youth in governance, national affairs and ensures pro-
grams are youth-centered and driven.
 
NYC is partnering with UNDP and the County Gov-
ernment of Busia and Tana River to promote Youth 
engagement in governance.

The chief aim of this engagement is the origination of a 
Youth policy for the counties to help mainstream County 
Youth programs. At the backdrop of all this will be a con-
certed effort in aligning the policy generated with the 
Kenya National Youth Development Policy 2019.

We, therefore, call upon the County Governments and 
stakeholders to introduce Youth Inclusion policies In line 
with KYDP 2019, County CIDPs, and The Constitution 
of Kenya 2010 article 55. 

Ian Waweru
Partnerships & Resource Mobilization

Sauti Ya Vijana
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Hello, my fellow youths. It’s yet another time that God has granted us to share, develop and grow 
together. We’ve discussed mental issues and youth challenges. But this time, let’s spice it up!

We have to agree times have been challenging, and they are getting worse every day. The economy is 
quite unstable, and unemployment among young people is undoubtedly increasing at an alarming rate.

However, I am here to tell you that there is no need to despair. Despite the current situation, we need a 
reason to hope for a better future. We need to focus on the positive side of every situation we face in life. 
We also need to take the hardships to our advantage.

You might be wondering what I mean by taking advantage of the hardships, right? Well, here is how!

We need to think outside the box. Let’s look at the situation in our country and find out ways to solve 
these problems. Take, for example, the food situation. We can practice modern ways of farming to help 
boost agricultural produce to feed our community. 

I understand some may argue that farm inputs are expensive. Well, how about organic farming?
We use what we already have to handle food shortages. Oh! And still, we can seek funding.
E.g., affirmative funds by the government, Grants from NGOs, and others. 

How about value addition to agricultural produce? This can
boost our revenue. We can even form groups to help
grow ideas and execute workable plans.

This is just an example of solutions to current
problems while creating jobs without depending
on employment. 

If we put our minds to it, I believe we can do
great things. As tomorrow’s leaders, let’s start
today and prove our value. 

Thank you.

Nicholas Kariuki
Youth Leader
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